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George Douglas.                       When my life

Is bidden from my body; not till then
Shall I be found obedient.

Enter LADY LOCHLEVEN.

Queen.                               Be but wise,

And wisdom shall not let you disobey.
Our noble hostess, you have borne a son,
I dare not say more noble, but I dare
More simple than his elders ; one whose heart
Stands fast when fortune stands not, and requires,
As other men do power and glory and gold,
No guerdon but the memory writ of him
To have been most true when fortune was most false,
And most to have loved whom she most hated : .this
Shall not of them be written.    Come you not
To bring one to me that shall never sin
As he by faith and folly ?   I would say
Of my great brother and your kingly son
Nothing but good; yet can nor you nor I
Say that he loves me and my fallen estate
More than the power he comes to take from me,
Or rather from their hands that ere he came
Had rent it out of mine.    Nay, look not sad;
You should be merrier than my mother might,
Were she now living.

Lady LoMeuen.        God shall witness me
What joy I have of such a guest, or pride
To be so stricken, madam, of your tongue
Chastising me for triumph; if my heart
Exalt itself for this day's sake, God knows,